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The Passion Gospel With Interpolations – Palm Sunday, April 9, 2017
The Reverend Canon R. K. “Moki” Hino,
Gospel lesson: Matthew 27:11-54
Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the
Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders,
he did not answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they
make against you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the
governor was greatly amazed.
from NBC News, August 19th, 2014:
The Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS) claims to have beheaded an American
photojournalist and has threatened the life of another American journalist if President Obama
doesn’t stop airstrikes in Iraq. A graphic video obtained by NBC News purportedly shows James
Wright Foley, a freelance journalist for the U.S.-based news service GlobalPost who was
kidnapped while reporting from Syria two years ago, reciting threats against America before he
is executed by an ISIS militant. The militant heard in the video speaks in English.
The terrorist video shows footage of Obama speaking from the White House on the day he told
Americans he had authorized airstrikes in Iraq. Foley was kidnapped at gunpoint near the town
of Taftanaz in northern Syria on Thanksgiving Day in 2012. He had not been heard from during
his time in captivity. “We’ve heard nothing. Nothing. We last knew that he was abducted on
Thanksgiving Day in the Idlib province, but we don’t know who took him or why,” Foley’s
father, John, said on TODAY last year.
Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone
whom they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So
after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you,
Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” For he realized that it was out of
jealousy that they had handed him over. While he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife
sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a
great deal because of a dream about him.” Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded
the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. The governor again said to them,
“Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” Pilate
said to them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them
said, “Let him be crucified!” Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they
shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”
From the Independent, Sunday, December 28th, 2014
Mehmet Ali Agca, the man who attempted to assassinate Pope John Paul II in 1981, returned to
the Vatican on Saturday to lay white flowers at the tomb of the former Pontiff. Turkish-born
Agca shot Pope John Paul II four times at close range on 13 May 1981, with one bullet narrowly
missing his heart. A Vatican spokesman said Agca’s visit, which only lasted a few minutes, was
believed to be his first since the assassination attempt. Rev. Ciro Benedettini said Agca’s
“Our beloved Church regards her children as having bodies as well as souls to be cared for, and sanctions the consecration of these
and all that is beautiful in nature and art to the service of God.” - Queen Emma
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flowers, just like those left by other visitors, were later removed by workers at St. Peter’s
Basilica. John Paul forgave Agca following the shooting and visited him in a Rome prison two
years later in 1983. Agca visited John Paul’s tomb on the 31st anniversary of that meeting, 27
December. The Polish-born Pontiff intervened to gain Agca’s release in 2000.
So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took
some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s
blood; see to it yourselves.” Then the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and
on our children!” So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him
over to be crucified. Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s
headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a
scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head.
They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King
of the Jews!” They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After
mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led
him away to crucify him.
From Legal Legacy, October 19th, 2016.
On this day in history, Martin Luther King, Jr., along with dozens of others, was arrested during
a sit-in at “The Magnolia Room” in Rich’s Department Store in Atlanta, Georgia. At Rich’s,
African Americans could purchase items from the store but they were not allowed to try on
clothing or sit at a table in the Magnolia Room. Because Rich’s was an Atlanta institution,
Atlanta’s African-American students made the Magnolia Room the center of their struggle for
integration. This sit-in took place eight months after the famous sit-in at the F.W. Woolworth Co.
lunch counter in Greensboro, North Carolina. Since that time, several southern cities had
integrated its lunch counters, and students in Atlanta wanted to do the same for their city.
On this day, 52 protestors, including King, were arrested for violating legislation which allowed
individuals to be charged with a misdemeanor if they refused to leave private property when
asked. Charges against sixteen of the group were dismissed, and another 35 were released on
bond. But King was kept in jail because of a previous 12-month probationary sentence on a
charge of driving without a valid Georgia license (based on an “anti-trespass” law enacted to
curb lunch counter sit-ins). He was now transferred to Reidsville State Prison, where he was then
sentenced to four months in a Georgia public works camp.
As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this
man to carry his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place
of a Skull), they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would
not drink it. And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves
by casting lots; then they sat down there and kept watch over him. Over his head they put
the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”
From the New Yorker, May 19th, 2015.
On May 23rd, thirty-five years after his assassination, Óscar Romero, the Archbishop of San
Salvador, will be beatified. The ceremony is the step just prior to sainthood, so a big celebration
is expected in El Salvador, although the cheer will not be unanimous. The country is still deeply
divided between the rightist and leftist political forces that emanated from its civil war, in the
nineteen-eighties, and Romero, identified with the poor, was a divisive figure who declared war
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on inequality and a criminal military regime.
Romero’s ecclesiastical career before he became Archbishop was that of a shy, traditional priest,
averse to politics and most comfortable inside the walls of his temple. But starting in the late
sixties, throughout Latin America, thousands of Catholic priests and laymen were traveling to
remote villages to organize peasants and workers, following the directives of Vatican II and the
1968 Conference of Latin American Bishops, in Medellín, Colombia, which established the
preferential option for the poor, asking all Catholics to act against the structural problems that
had so many people in poverty. Medellín asked Christians to help the poor form Christian Base
Communities, where they would talk about and engage in the struggle to dignify their lives.
Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those who
passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple
and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the
cross.” In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were
mocking him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let
him come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God
deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’” The bandits who were
crucified with him also taunted him in the same way.
From CNN. April 14th, 2015
One year after it was perpetrated, the kidnapping of nearly 300 schoolgirls by a jihadist group in
Nigeria remains a crime almost too horrifying to comprehend: Hundreds of teenaged girls, just
finishing school, destined perhaps for significant achievement — kidnapped, never to be seen
again. “This crime has rightly caused outrage both in Nigeria and across the world,” the
country’s President-elect, Muhammadu Buhari, said Tuesday in marking the anniversary.
“Today is a time to reflect on the pain and suffering of the victims, their friends and families.
Our thoughts and prayers, and that of the whole Nigerian nation, are with you today.” The girls
were abducted on the night of April 14-15, 2014, in the town of Chibok, in northeastern Nigeria,
about a two-hour drive from the border with Cameroon. The Government Girls Secondary
School had been closed for a month because of the danger posed by Boko Haram militants, who
are opposed to Western education, particularly for girls. But students from several schools had
been called in to take a final exam in physics. The militants stormed the school, arriving in a
convoy of trucks and buses and engaging in a gun battle with school security guards. Then they
forced the girls from their dormitories, loaded them into trucks and drove them into the forest.
Most have never been seen since, except in a photograph in which they sat on the ground in a
semi-circle, clad in Islamic dress. They were between 16 and 18 years old.
From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about
three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God,
my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of the bystanders heard it, they said,
“This man is calling for Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with
sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see
whether Elijah will come to save him.” Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and
breathed his last.
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From The Slatest, today April 9, 2017
ISIS Claims Responsibility for Egypt Church Bombings That Kill Dozens on Palm Sunday.
Bombs tore through two Coptic churches in separate Egyptian cities on Palm Sunday, killing at
least 40 people and wounding more than 100 in what was the latest assault against the country’s
Christian minority. The first blast was in Tanta, north of Cairo, where a bomb at St. George’s
Coptic church killed at least 27 people and wounded more than 70. Later, a suicide bomber killed
at least 13 and wounded 35 at Saint Mark’s Cathedral in Alexandria.
At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth
shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints
who had fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection, they came out of the tombs and
entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion and those with him,
who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were
terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”
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